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This carol was written for my newly-born Godson, Noel, when I was Director of Music at Blackburn Cathedral in the hope
that he, like his elder brother, would become a chorister in my cathedral choir: Thus 'SING Noel!'

Noel did become a chorister in the cathedral choir but only after I had been appointed to a music post in the University town
of Princeton, New Jersey.

Noel went on to win a tenor choral scholarship to Magdalen College, Oxford, and in 2008 he became Managing Director of

two new INAMO restaurants in London.
This carol was originally composed in 1981 but zeyisgss &H“-XJ tells the story of our
Redemption, from Adam's HEVI& t's heOWy@ordligh Abraham's Sacrifice ('God will

provide Himself [as esus Christ.

I'had also composed d'Carol called 'Little Baby, born at dark midnight' for Noel's elder brother, my Godson Christopher. It
also tells the Gospel Story: Jesus was a carpenter, cradled in a wooden manger, who died for us upon a wooden Cross, that
we might live with Him. Christopher's name appears in the carol as 'Christ-over": Christ overcame the grave for me.

Christopher is now Archivist to the Duke of Northumberland.

Philip, father of Christopher and Noel, is a tenor in Blackburn Cathedral Choir and their Mother, Joan, sang alto in
Blackburn's Renaissance Singers. Therefore I wrote particularly exciting alto and tenor parts for them!

'Little Baby, born at dark midnight' is publi%e b-RKanks Music Publicatﬂms in two versions: for unaccompanied SATB
S :
3

choir, and for solo voice and piano. an

Banks Music Publications publish three morg o 'si@mpositions:»
Calypso Carol
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Ave Verum Corpus
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