Philip Lowe was born in Oldham, into a family in which music an had always been

important. He studied music at Huddersfi P tly Jaining a
E w Dean. In the intervening

performance di lo

years he wor?: 9 has been on the staff of the University of
Manchester Library, being also part of a team of organists providing music for graduation
ceremonies in the Whitworth Hall of the University.

Philip Lowe became Director of Music at Rochdale Parish Church (St Chad’s) in 1990, since
which time he has developed the scope of musical activities at the town’s church, and worked

as an accompanist with various groups. He has along connectlo ldham, Rochdale
and Tameside Orgamsts’ Assoc:anon tﬂ 2-04 and was
responsible f f piet ocal composers (published by
Peacock Pres ark the centenary of the association in 2008.

- The composer writes:

I 'have but a hazy memory of how this work came about, save to say that as for many

fellow-organists - repetitions of the same carol endless tlmes a can sometimes
become a little tedious.

I knew of one REM Jaa re-set the text, “While Shepherds Watched”, but in

particular think I drew inspiration from a sprightly choral setting on a similar theme from the
pen of Gerald Hendrie, for the carol service at King’s College, Cambridge.

Our own choir at Rochdale has derived pleasure from it, which I hope can now be more
widely shared.
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""And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God..." Lutke 2 v20

The Shephetds' Carol
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Glo-ry be to  God on high,
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heavento men, be - gin ___ andne-ver cease.
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